
IS YOUR GIFTED CHILD
FAILING?

Dear Readers,
This week’s newsletter addresses a question on the topic of helping gifted
children be successful in school.

My son is gifted, but he is not doing well in school. Is that
normal? Doesn’t being gifted mean that he kind of automatically

does well in school?



Raising a gifted child? You’re so lucky, right? Actually, sometimes it’s extra hard to
raise a gifted child. Celi Trepanier, the author of Educating Your Gifted Child, created a
checklist of things to know for people parenting or teaching gifted children. I’ve included
what I feel are the top five issues that people should be aware of:

1.     Gifted students do not always excel in school. While many gifted children are
high achievers and excel in school, many gifted students are bored, unchallenged, or
dealing with co-existing learning disabilities. This means that even though gifted students
are very bright, we cannot always expect them to succeed in school.
2.     Gifted children often have emotional intensities. Along with higher than
average intelligence, gifted children often have stronger than average emotions. They
are often passionate and intense.
3.     Gifted children can be extremely sensitive. That emotional intensity (#2) works
hand-in-hand with extreme sensitivity. Children who are gifted can be very sensitive to
sensory issues such as smells and sensations as well as negative comments or criticism.
4.     Gifted children can have learning disabilities. Students who are both gifted
and have learning disabilities are often called “twice exceptional.” Children can have both
above average intelligence and Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder to Sensory
Processing Disorder.
5.     Gifted children can struggle socially. They are not always interested in the
conversations or hobbies of their peers and will therefore stand apart from their peers. In
addition, sometimes they excessively correct the people around them, leading to
resentment and frustration.




